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Ever feel like 
Shepard?
FROM time to time, we all get tired. 
Nurses, Doctors, Emergency 
Managers, Crisis Coordinators, 
Professors, Students and Parents. 

Covid 24/7. We all get tired of seeing the next “new record” in the 
headlines. It all gets to be too much. So much so, that some are showing 
signs of weariness. 

Recently, Shepard Smith with CNBC basically blurted out what many feel:
“I’m sick of Covid. Don’t get me wrong, I mean I’m sad for the 
sick and dying, obviously. Frontline workers and medical 
professionals, you’re heroes … And I follow all of the rules … But 
like so many of you, I’m sick of worrying about Covid.”

We in emergency management must put all of this in perspective. We 
have not had a malady such as this since 1918. This is the emergency 
many told us would happen “someday.” Well, someday is today, and we 
need to keep each other supported and positive. KSU Emergency 
Managers and Crisis Coordinators must look at Covid as another 
emergency for which we must respond. We use our skills to help others 
survive. We have trained for this. We are prepared for this. We have this. 
And, as James Cleveland put it, we are “no ways tired.”  

Wayne Randle, EMP
OEM Coordinator
Marietta Campus 



Sorting out Masks
When choosing a mask, look at how well it fits. Gaps can let air with respiratory 
droplets leak in and out around the edges of the mask. 

Gaps can be caused by choosing the wrong size or type of mask and when a 
mask is worn with facial hair. It is important to check that it fits snugly over your 
nose, mouth, and chin. Persons with high or thin nose bridges may require 
additional adjustment of the soft metal strap across the nose in order to seals 
around the nose.  Check for gaps by cupping your hands around the outside 
edges of the mask.  Refer to ”How to Use Your N95 Respirator”

Make sure no air is flowing from the area near your eyes, from the sides of the 
mask, or under the chin. If the mask has a good fit, you will feel warm air come 
through the front of the mask and may be able to see the mask material move 
in and out with each breath.  As the respirator is used, it may get dirty or wet 
which may cause difficultly breathing.  In this case, it may be time to dispose of 
the mask and get another. 

Which mask do we use? Do we all need to wear respirators? The CDC says
“People should "wear the most protective mask you can that fits well.” There 
are different levels of protection. Generally, disposable is better than loose 
cloth. Surgical Disposable is better than disposable. Respirators are better than 
any mask:

CDC: “The best covering to use to fight Covid, and particularly Omicron.” A word 
of caution. According to Respiratory Care, not everyone can wear a 
respirator. If persons with respiratory disease, heart disease, or stroke wear an 
N95 to reduce exposure, they should consult their physician prior to use. 
Bottom line is not everyone drives a Ford. There are different masks with 
different levels of protection. In the final analysis, do what CDC says: Wear the 
mask that you will consistently wear… 

Alex Lehocky, MS, CIH
KSU EHS

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/use-n95-respirator.html


KNOW YOUR WINTER 
WEATHER TERMS

Winter Weather Advisory
Issued for accumulations of snow, freezing rain, freezing drizzle, and 
sleet which will cause significant inconveniences and, if caution is not 
exercised, could lead to life-threatening situations. 

Winter Storm Watch
Alerts the public to the possibility of a blizzard, heavy snow, heavy 
freezing rain, or heavy sleet. Winter Storm Watches are usually issued 
12 to 48 hours before the beginning of a Winter Storm.

Winter Storm Warning
Issued when hazardous winter weather in the form of heavy snow, 
heavy freezing rain, or heavy sleet is imminent or 
occurring. Winter Storm Warnings are usually issued 12 to 24 hours 
before the event is expected to begin. 

Preparing for Winter Weather
Prepare your home to keep out the cold with insulation, caulking 
and weather stripping. Learn how to keep pipes from freezing. Install 
and test smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors with battery 
backups. Gather supplies in case you need to stay home for several 
days without power. Keep in mind each person’s specific needs, 
including medication. Remember the needs of your pets. Have extra 
batteries for radios and flashlights.

Christy Hendricks 
OEM Coordinator 

Kennesaw Campus



WINTER WEATHER 
IS THERE clASS TOdAY?



SEVERE WEATHER 
WEEK 2022

FEbRUARY 7-11
Each year, the National Weather Service along with other 
public safety departments, organizations and agencies work 
to prepare citizens for severe weather week. 

This year, Severe Weather Week is February 7-11. 

KSU OEM wants to remind Crisis Coordinators of the 
upcoming severe weather season by reviewing a different 
weather malady each day. 

Check out this year’s SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS 
WEEK!



Families should be prepared for any type of hazard that could affect 
their area. The best way to do this is to develop a family disaster plan. 
View this video and the steps below to make you sure and your family 
are prepared for an emergency. Remember to also inquire about 
emergency plans at work and school.

Georgia Severe Weather Preparedness 
Week February 7-11, 2022

MONDAY: Family Preparedness

Make a plan
Learn what hazards affect your area. Contact the National Weather Service office in Peachtree City, 
your local emergency management office, or a local Red Cross chapter to learn which hazards can 
affect you. Make sure you know what to do when severe weather strikes. If you get separated from 
family, make sure you have a place to meet or have a out-of-town contact to let know you are ok.
You can fill out your Family Emergency Plan through Ready.gov. Involve children in the plan making 
process. See how Sesame Street can help kids be ready for a disaster! Practice your plan.

Get a Kit
A kit is a group of items you may need during a disaster. By having these items grouped together, you can 
quickly grab your kit and leave if an evacuation is ordered for your area.
Make sure to have food and water for each person and your pets for at least 72 hours. Sometimes 
emergency workers can not reach you immediately and you'll need to survive on your own.
Keep in mind that basic services such as electricity and water may not be available. Make sure that your 
kit includes items that will help you manage through these lose of services.
Disasters can be hard on adults and children - make sure to include some comforting items in your kit, 
whether it is a teddy bear or a game for a child or comfort/stress foods for adults.
Visit FEMA at Ready.gov for a downloadable emergency supply kit checklist.

Be informed (NOAA Weather Radio + Wireless Emergency Alerts)
Make sure that you get watches, warnings and advisories when severe weather strikes. These are just 
a few ways in which to get watches, warnings and advisories - remember it's important to receive 
alerts and warnings multiple ways. Have a NOAA Weather Radio. Make sure it's plugged in, turned 
on, and have extra batteries just in case the power goes out. A key benefit of NOAA Weather Radio is 
it will alert you while you are sleeping so you can take shelter!



Thunderstorms are a common occurrence in Georgia, especially during the spring and summer 
months. Thunderstorms can produce gusty winds, hail and even tornadoes, but in particular a severe 
thunderstorm can produce hail of 1” or larger (size of a quarter) and/or 58 mph (50 knots) winds or 
greater. Notice that lightning is not in the criteria for a severe thunderstorm warning. Typically, a 
severe thunderstorm lasts about 30 minutes and occurs in the afternoon and evening hours. 
However, severe weather is possible any time of the day and any time of the year. Supercells, a 
special class of thunderstorms, are particularly violent and can last for several hours. Tornadoes are 
often produced from these supercell thunderstorms. This type of thunderstorm is most common in 
the spring.

Damaging wind is the most common type of severe weather across north and central Georgia. These 
events can occur any time of the year, but peak in July when downbursts from pulse thunderstorms 
are common. Based on data from 1950-2010, 18 fatalities and 325 injuries were caused by damaging 
wind across north and central Georgia. Similar to damaging wind events, hail can occur in any month 
across north and central Georgia, however, hail events peak in May. April comes in a close second for 
hail events. Although most hail is between 1” and 2” in diameter in Georgia, 4.5” (softball sized) hail 
has been recorded across north Georgia four times. 

Georgia Severe Weather Preparedness 
Week February 7-11, 2022

TUESDAY: Thunderstorm Safety

How can you protect yourself and your family from severe thunderstorms?

The best thing to do is to have a plan of action in place before threatening weather develops. Know 
the difference between a watch and a warning. A Severe Thunderstorm Watch means conditions 
are favorable for severe thunderstorms to develop, but there is not an imminent threat. A Severe 
Thunderstorm Warning means a severe thunderstorm has been detected and an imminent threat to 
life and property has developed.
Make sure to get watch and warning information from multiple platforms. This will help ensure you 
receive life-saving weather information even if one method fails. NOAA Weather Radio, televisions, 
radios, cell phone alerts and sirens are all different ways to receive watches and warnings and each 
has its own benefits.
If severe weather is imminent, and you are inside, move to a shelter such as a basement or an 
interior room on the lowest floor of the building. It’s best to put as many walls between you and the 
outside as possible. Remember, even straight line winds from a severe thunderstorm can cause 
damage equal in magnitude to a tornado.
If you are caught outside during any thunderstorm, seek shelter in a sturdy structure.



Tornadoes are violently rotating columns of air, extending from the thunderstorm that is in contact 
with the ground. Tornadoes can vary in shape, size and intensity. Most tornadoes are weak, lasting a 
few minutes and producing winds of less than 100 mph. However, a few tornadoes are strong or even 
violent. These tornadoes last from 20 minutes to over an hour and can produce winds of between 100 
and 300 mph.

The most notable tornado event of 2020 was the Tornado Outbreak that occurred on Easter. 21 
tornadoes were confirmed in the NWS Atlanta/Peachtree City forecast area during that tornado 
outbreak. Sadly, a number of fatalities occurred during this outbreak.

All of Georgia is prone to tornadoes, as shown in this map depicting Georgia tornadoes from 1950-
2014. The average number of days with reported tornadoes is 6 in Georgia. Tornadoes have been 
reported throughout the year, but are most likely to occur from March to May, with the peak in April. 
Tornadoes are also most likely in the mid afternoon to early evening time frame, but can occur any 
time of the day or night. 37 percent of all tornadoes are classified as strong or violent (EF2 or greater 
on the Enhanced Fujita Scale), and these tornadoes are most likely to occur in the month of April. 
Although Georgia has seen a few EF-4 tornadoes, with the most recent one on April 27, 2011 in 
Catoosa County, the state has never recorded an EF-5 tornado. In Georgia, tornadoes are often hard to 
see as they are wrapped in areas of rain and hail. The hilly terrain can also limit your ability to see a 
tornado. 

Georgia Severe Weather Preparedness 
Week February 7-11, 2022

WEDNESDAY: Tornado Safety

What can you do to protect yourself and your family?

The best thing to do is to have a plan of action in place before threatening weather develops. 
Know what the difference is between a watch and warning. A Tornado Watch means conditions are 
favorable for tornadoes to develop, but there is not an imminent threat. A Tornado Warning means a 
tornado has been detected and an imminent threat to life and property has developed.

If a tornado is imminent and you are in a home or building, move to a pre-designated shelter on the 
lowest floor, such as a basement, or a small interior room closet, bathroom or hallway and get under a 
sturdy piece of furniture. Remember to always put as many walls as possible between you and the 
outside. Stay away from windows. Get out of automobiles. Do not try to outrun a tornado in your car. 
If you are caught outside or in a vehicle lie flat in a nearby ditch or depression, but be aware of 
possible flooding, and cover your head with your hands. Mobile homes are not a safe place to be 
during severe weather. You should leave a mobile home and go the lowest floor of sturdy nearby 
building or a storm shelter.



Lightning is one of the leading causes of weather deaths in the United States. From 1995 to 2016, 
lightning caused 30 deaths in Georgia. Most lightning deaths occur in the summer months - usually in 
the afternoon and evening hours. Also, most deaths occur when people are caught outside during a 
storm. For those that survive a lightning strike, there can be life-long effects. Check out this video for 
some helpful tips about Lightning. 

Georgia Severe Weather Preparedness 
Week February 7-11, 2022

THURSDAY: Lightening Safety

Lightning results from the buildup and release of electrical energy between positive and negative 
charges between the earth and a thunderstorm. A single lightning bolt can be as hot as 50,000 
degrees Fahrenheit - hotter even than the surface of the sun. This rapid heating and cooling of the air 
creates a shock wave which we hear as thunder. Lightning will usually strike the highest object in area. 
This includes trees, antennas, a boat on a lake, or a person standing in a field.

When thunder roars, go indoors! If you can hear thunder, you are already at risk. If you are outside, 
get inside a building or vehicle. Stay indoors until 30 minutes after you hear the last clap of thunder. If 
you cannot find shelter, do not stand under a tree or remain in an open place when lightning is near. 
Avoid open water, as well as tractors, bicycles, motorcycles, or golf carts. These will not provide 
protection, and may actually attract lightning.
Enclosed vehicles are generally safe, if you avoid contact with metal surfaces.
If you are in a forest, seek shelter in a low area under a thick growth of small trees.
If you are outside, and feel your hair stand on end, this indicates lightning is about to strike. Drop to 
your knees and roll forward to the balls of your feet. Place your hands on your knees and tuck your 
head down. Do not lie flat on the ground.
If you are boating or swimming, get to land as quickly as possible.
If you are inside, don't use a telephone or other electrical equipment unless in an emergency.

What should you do to protect yourself?



Although not widely known, flooding kills more people than any other weather hazard. The majority of 
deaths from flooding occur when people become trapped in automobiles that stall while driving through 
flooded areas. Nearly half of all flood fatalities are vehicle related. Flooding is usually divided into two 
categories. These categories are flash flooding and river flooding. Both of these can cause death, injury, 
and property destruction.

Flash floods are usually caused by slow moving thunderstorms or thunderstorms that move over the 
same area one after the other, called training. These floods usually occur within 6 hours of heavy rainfall 
and are usually more life threatening as a result. Areas most prone to floods are mountainous streams 
and rivers, urban areas, low-lying areas, and culverts. A good example of flash flooding is the flooding in 
metropolitan Atlanta in September of 2009.

River flooding is caused by the gradual increase in the water level of a river or creek. These floods 
usually occur seasonally with general rains or with heavy rainfall from tropical systems. A good example 
of river flooding is the flooding that affected south Georgia after Tropical Storm Alberto in 1994.

Georgia Severe Weather Preparedness 
Week February 7-11, 2022

FRIDAY: Flood Preparedness

Know what to listen for. A Flood Watch or a Flash Flood Watch means that conditions have been 
detected that could lead to flooding of a certain area. A River Flood Warning or a Flash Flood Warning 
means that flooding is imminent and you should take action immediately. You can monitor NOAA 
Weather Radio or any local radio or TV station to get the latest information.
If flooding occurs get to higher ground. Get out of areas subject to flooding such as canyons, dips, and 
low spots.
Avoid areas already flooding, especially if the water is fast flowing. Do not attempt to cross flowing 
streams. Road beds may be washed out due to the flooding. Never try to cross flooded roadways. 
Remember, turn around, don't drown.
If your vehicle is suddenly caught in rising water, leave it immediately and seek higher ground.
Be especially cautious at night when it is harder to see flood dangers.

So, what can you do to protect yourself and your family?





Meet Cody Doyle
Kennesaw State University 
Office of Emergency 
Management welcomes 
Emergency Management 
Specialist Cody Doyle. Cody 
will serve as the Office’s 
Logistics and Response 
Staging Specialist. 

In addition to his service with KSU OEM, Cody is an Emergency 
Management Specialist/Firefighter Advanced Emergency 
Medical Technician (AEMT) with Cherokee County Fire and 
Emergency Services. 

Cody attended Lanier Tech where he studied Emergency 
Management.  He holds certifications as an Advanced 
Emergency Medical Technician and Fire Fighter.

Please welcome Cody to Kennesaw State University Office of 
Emergency Management.



See Something Suspicious?
Say something! It only takes a moment to send in a suspicious activity 

question or concern via the LiveSafe Mobile App.

Suspicious activity is any behavior or incident that 
deviates from the norm and that may indicate a 
future crime or security incident.

In your community, you know what is normal, when 
someone might need help, or when something is out of 
place and may pose a risk.

What is 
suspicious  
activity?

What does 
this have to 
do with 
me?

Examples of suspicious behavior include:

Loitering 
outside of 
buildings or 
public spaces

Unseasonal 
attire (ex: 
wearing a puffy 
winter jacket in 
the summer)

Testing locked 
doors and 
windows or 
trying to access 
secure spaces

Continuously Abandoned
observing bags or
offices, schools, vehicles
parks, or
residences

Peering 
into car or 
home 
windows

How Do I Report Su ?spicious Activity

LiveSafe makes it easy to report suspicious activity or other safety and security
incidents. Empower yourself to share safety information and feel confident that
LiveSafe will get your concern to the right people who can respond appropriately.

Get the App:

1. Download LiveSafe from the App Store or 
Google Play or using the QR code

2. Register and complete your profile

3. Search for and select your organization Page

Open the LiveSafe app on 
your smartphone.

On the LiveSafe home screen, 
select the button with the plus 
icon and choose the type of 
report you want to submit.

Enter report information, including 
images or videos.

you wish to withhold your 
contact information.

for

Finally, submit your report by



CONTACT US

Email: oem@kennesaw.edu
Phone: 470-578-6985

STAY CONNECTED

WEBSITE:

https://oem.kennesaw.edu

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL!

mailto:andy_altizer@kennesaw.edu
mailto:jwestbr9@kennesaw.edu
mailto:dhendr16@kennesaw.edu
mailto:rrandle@kennesaw.edu
mailto:cdoyle13@kennesaw.edu
mailto:iward5@students.kennesaw.edu
mailto:oem@kennesaw.edu
https://oem.kennesaw.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/kennesawstateOEM
https://twitter.com/ksuoem
https://www.instagram.com/ksuoem/
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