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2022…Cautiously

Optimistic

We in emergency management strive
to prepare our constituents. It’s in
our DNA to assure safety and
preparedness as best as possible. But
how do we do that in these times?
As the pandemic continued, OEM supported by Crisis Coordinators,
increased our activities, distributing over a million items of personal
protection. Covid training increased. OEM Contact tracers were pressed
into service. Mask signs were installed encouraging all to wear masks.
Emergency managers strive for optimism. Optimism that people will
survive and thrive in part as a result of the efforts of emergency
managers and Crisis Coordinators We have no alternative. While we work
hard we much be cautiously optimistic.
No one knows what is in store for us in 2022. But being cautiously
optimistic, we look toward newer vaccines, new and stronger
treatments, and in the meantime, we are hopeful we all stay safe.
Be optimistic with us, and until we beat Covid, protect yourself and
others by following CDC guidelines.
By Wayne Randle
Marietta Campus Emergency Management Coordinator

It’s Not Over
PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST COVID
1. Get Vaccinated
2. Wear a Mask
3. Stay Six Feet from Others when
possible
4. Avoid Crowds and Poorly Vented
Spaces when possible
5. Test to Prevent Spread to Others
6. Wash Your Hands Often
7. Cover Coughs and Sneezes
8. Clean and Disinfect
9. Monitor your Health Source: CDC Covid 19

Winter Weather Reminders
University community members should communicate with their
supervisor if they do not feel safe to come to work based on road
conditions in their neighborhood or on their commute route.
All attempts will be made to make the decision regarding campus
closure by 5:00 a.m., and, when at all possible, the night before.
Kennesaw State University faculty, staff and students will be
notified regarding closures and delays through the following
mediums:
1. Mass notification system, including text, email, and/or phone
call
2. Alertus Emergency Desktop Override System (if during business
hours)
3. Local and regional radio and television networks (Strategic
Communications)
4. Campus website
5. Official Social Media accounts
Departments with responsibility for critical, 24/7 operations should
develop pre-arranged plans for staffing needs during periods of
inclement weather to maintain essential services, operations, and
infrastructure.

Winter Weather Terminology

IMPORTANCE of Weather Warnings

• Take heed of any Warnings and Advisories that
are issued.
• Warnings are the highest level of alert from the
NWS.
• Warnings mean there is a Severe and
Immediate threat to life and property!
• Advisories indicate a lesser, but still impactful,
threat.

NWS Products
Winter Storm WATCH
• Timeline of issuance: within 48 hours of onset
• Meaning: Snow, sleet, or ice is possible! Be prepared!
• Confidence is medium that a winter storm could
produce heavy snow, sleet, or freezing rain and
could cause significant travel and/or safety
impacts.
• Actions: Plan accordingly for accumulating snow
and/or ice.
Winter Weather Advisory
• Timeline of issuance: within 36 hours of onset
• Meaning: Snow, sleet, or ice is likely! Be prepared!
• Confidence is high that a storm will produce
enough snow, sleet, or freezing rain to be an
inconvenience, but it does not reach Warning
levels
Winter Storm WARNING
• Timeline of issuance: within 36 hours of onset.
• Meaning: Snow, sleet, or ice is expected! Take Action!
• Confidence is high that a storm will produce
enough snow, sleet, or freezing rain to cause
widespread significant travel and/or safety
impacts.
• Actions: Most preparations and decision-making is
wrapping up at this point.

Considerations for Your Car
Snowmaggedon, and what recently happened in Virginia,
reminds us to prepare for the worst – stranded for hours!
Don't get stranded out in the cold – make your own winter
car survival kit At a minimum, include:
1. Warm blanket
2. Small LED flashlight
3. Cell phone charger, and even consider a portable batteryoperated charger
4. Comfortable shoes in case you have to walk
5. First aid kit
The options are endless for your emergency car kit! Perhaps
also consider:
1. “Something” to go to the bathroom in.
2. Small shovel
3. Ice Melt
4. Bottle water and snacks
5. Books, magazines, crossword puzzles
6. Playing cards or kids’ games. You never know who will be
stranded with.
And, with any kind of winter weather threat, make sure you
car has plenty of gas and is tuned up!

FIRE SAFETY
COURSE
FIRE SAFETY courses were held on both KSU Campuses in
December, presented by the Fire Safety Office of
Environmental Health and Safety Department. Great turnout
for both courses, the students learned about holiday fire
safety, and took a whack at putting out a real fire using PASS
(Pull, Aim, Squeeze, Sweep). Thanks to EHS and attendees!

Alan Blake, CSP, MPA, Fire and Life Safety Specialist with
KSU Environmental Health and Safety instructs Holiday
Fire Safety Course held at Marietta Campus Police
Conference Room, Norton Hall

FIRE SAFETY
COURSE

Interested in scheduling a Fire Safety Course for your
Building or Department?
Contact OEM at
OEM@Kennesaw.Edu

Thank you, Michael!
Mr. Michael O’Reilly’s logistical support during the Fall 2021
Semester’s COVID response was instrumental in keeping the
campus supplied with supplies and personal protective
equipment. He often worked after hours and weekends to
ensure continuity of operations moved forward during the
pandemic. He took on even greater responsibility when the
Office of Emergency Management lost their part-time
Emergency Management Specialist for Logistics. His support
reflects upon his professionalism, and dedication to the KSU
Community.

OEM Director Andy Altizer thanks Michael O’Reilly for
his efforts protecting students, faculty and staff

Well Done Kristen!
Kristin Evans from Events and Venue Management is due a JOB
WELL DONE for her assistance with getting the COVID-19
testing tent set up over the holiday break. The site, and big
tent, was operational within five days after Public Health
requested KSU’s assistance thanks to Kristin’s assistance.

OEM Director Andy Altizer presents Kristin Evans a Certificate of
appreciation for her support of Covid Protection.

Farewell Elliot
Farewell, and thanks to former OEM Amateur Radio Emergency
Service and Kennesaw Amateur Radio Club Past President Elliot
Dennis.
Elliot has been a “fixture” on the KSU Campus for many years, working
in Event and Venue Management while earning his B.S. in Electrical
Engineering. During his time at KSU, Elliot has supported the Office of
Emergency Management in many projects related to ham radio, and
the budding KSU Amateur Radio Emergency Service. He completed
the Campus Emergency Response Team (CERT) and Crisis Coordinator
training.
Elliot departs KSU with a new adventure as Maintenance Supervisor at
Oglethorpe University. We wish Elliot the best in his new endeavor.

for

See Something Suspicious?
Say something! It only takes a moment to send in a suspicious activity
question or concern via the LiveSafe Mobile App.
What is
suspicious
activity?

Suspicious activity is any behavior or incident that
deviates from the norm and that may indicate a
future crime or security incident.

What does
this have to
do with
me?

In your community, you know what is normal, when
someone might need help, or when something is out of
place and may pose a risk.

Examples of suspicious behavior include:
Loitering
outside of
buildings or
public spaces

Unseasonal
attire (ex:
wearing a puffy
winter jacket in
the summer)

Testing locked
doors and
windows or
trying to access
secure spaces

Continuously
Abandoned
observing
bags or
offices, schools, vehicles
parks, or
residences

Peering
into car or
home
windows

How Do I Report Su spicious Activity ?

you wish to withhold your
contact information.
On the LiveSafe home screen,
select the button with the plus
icon and choose the type of
report you want to submit.
Open the LiveSafe app on
your smartphone.

Enter report information, including
images or videos.

Finally, submit your report by

LiveSafe makes it easy to report suspicious activity or other safety and security
incidents. Empower yourself to share safety information and feel confident that
LiveSafe will get your concern to the right people who can respond appropriately.

Get the App:
1. Download LiveSafe from the App Store or
Google Play or using the QR code
2. Register and complete your profile
3. Search for and select your organization Page

CONTACT US

STAY CONNECTED

WEBSITE:
https://oem.kennesaw.edu

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL!

Email: oem@kennesaw.edu
Phone: 470-578-6985

