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FIRE SAFETY FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Wayne Randle, OEM Coordinator, Marietta Campus

Marietta Campus - Norton Hall Police Precinct
December 9 10:00am
Kennesaw Campus - Chastain Pointe 312
December 14 11:00am
Classes will begin inside & then include a hands on “fire
extinguisher” component outside.
•Between 2015-2019 , U.S. fire departments responded to an
average 160 home fires that started with Christmas trees per year.
These fires caused an average of two deaths, 12 injuries, and $10
million in direct property damage annually.
•Electrical distribution or lighting equipment was involved in
almost half of home Christmas tree fires. Nearly one in five
Christmas tree fires were stared by decorative lights.
•In nearly one-fifth of the Christmas tree fires, some type of heat
source, such as a candle or equipment, was too close to the tree.
•Roughly three-quarters of Christmas tree fires occurred in
December or January.
Please email oem@kennesaw.edu if you would like to attend
one of these sessions. Thank you!
Office of Emergency Management
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U.S. Winter Outlook: Drier, warmer South, wetter North with return of La Nina
Above-average temperatures are favored across the South and most of the
eastern U.S. as La Nina climate conditions have emerged for the second
winter in a row according to NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center — a
division of the National Weather Service. In NOAA’s 2021 Winter
Outlook — which extends from December 2021 through February 2022
— wetter-than-average conditions are anticipated across portions of the
Northern U.S., primarily in the Pacific Northwest, northern Rockies,
Great Lakes, Ohio Valley and western Alaska.
“Consistent with typical La Nina conditions during winter months, we
anticipate below-normal temperatures along portions of the northern tier
of the U.S. while much of the South experiences above-normal
temperatures,” said Jon Gottschalck, chief, Operational Prediction
Branch, NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center. “The Southwest will
certainly remain a region of concern as we anticipate below-normal
precipitation where drought conditions continue in most areas.”
Temperature
•
Warmer-than-average conditions are most likely across the Southern
tier of the U.S. and much of the Eastern U.S. with the greatest
likelihood of above-average temperatures in the Southeast.
•

•

Below-average temperatures are favored for southeast Alaska and the
Pacific Northwest eastward to the northern Plains.
The Upper Mississippi Valley and small areas of the Great Lakes have
equal chances for below-, near- or above-average temperatures.
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Continued -U.S. Winter Outlook: Drier, warmer South, wetter North with return of
La Nina
This 2021-2022 U.S. Winter Outlook map for precipitation shows wetterthan-average conditions are most likely in parts of the North, primarily in
the Pacific Northwest, northern Rockies, Great Lakes, Ohio Valley and
western Alaska. Drier-than-average conditions are favored in southcentral Alaska, southern California, the Southwest, and the
Southeast. (NOAA Climate.gov based on NWS CPC data)
Precipitation
•
The Pacific Northwest, northern Rockies, Great Lakes and parts of the
Ohio Valley and western Alaska have the greatest chances for wetterthan-average conditions.
•

•

Drier-than-average conditions are favored in south-central Alaska,
southern California, the Southwest, and the Southeast.
The forecast for the remainder of the U.S. shows equal chances for
below-, near- or above-average precipitation during winter months.

For the complete outlook go to https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/uswinter-outlook-drier-warmer-south-wetter-north-with-return-of-la-nina
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OEM Will Bring Classes to Your Department!

Start thinking about some emergency preparedness classes for 2022. See
updated course listing at oem.kennesaw.edu/training. Most classes last
approximately an hour. We'll be happy to come to your department for
any of the classes. Also, we will gladly design and facilitate a short
exercise for your department if that's something you'd like.

"It ain't over till it's over."

Remain vigilant! COVID's new variant is only one reason to continue to
keep your area free of germs -- it's also flu season, and it seems like an
awful lot of people have the "good ole" common cold. Finally, and as a
reminder, we still have plenty of the small bags of wipes (24 bags per
case) if you need any for your office or conference room. They would
also come in handy for any upcoming office parties. Stop by OEM
(Chastain Pointe 312 or Norton Hall Police Precinct) if you want
any! Also, you can get your booster at the Student Health Clinic on
Campus Loop Road -- the Moderna booster is available Wednesday,
December 9 in the afternoon. Visit the vaccine webpage for updates on
the vaccine: https://campusservices.kennesaw.edu/coronavirus/covid-19vaccination.php. Thanks to Yogi for the quote!
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Winter
Holiday
Safety

Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together.
But that also means a greater risk for fire. Following a few simple
tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season.
•
•
•
•

•
•

Holiday decor at i n g
Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose
decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.
Keep lit candles away from decorations and other
things that can burn.
Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but
not both.
Replace any string of lights with worn or
broken cords or loose bulb connections. Read
manufacturer’s instructions for number of light
strands to connect.
Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do
not get damaged.
Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

•

Holiday entertaining
Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your
home fire escape plan.
Keep children and pets away from lit candles.

•

Keep matches and lightersup high in a locked cabinet.

•

Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop.
Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to
keep their smoking materials with them so young
children do not touch them.

•

•

•

Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet
cigarette butts with water before discarding.

Before Heading
Out or to Bed

Blow out lit candles when
you leave the room or go to
bed. Turn off all light strings
and decorations before
leaving home or going to bed.

•
•

FACTS

! More than one-third of

home decoration fires are
started by candles.

! More than two of

every five decoration
fires happen because
decorations are placed
too close to a heat source.

NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION

The leading information and knowledge resource
on fire,electricaland related hazards

nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2019
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See Something Suspicious?
Say something! It only takes a moment to send in a suspicious activity
question or concern via the LiveSafe Mobile App.
What is
suspicious
activity?

Suspicious activity is any behavior or incident that
deviates from the norm and that may indicate a
future crime or security incident.

What does
this have to
do with
me?

In your community, you know what is normal, when
someone might need help, or when something is out of
place and may pose a risk.

Examples of suspicious behavior include:
Loitering
outside of
buildings or
public spaces

Unseasonal
attire (ex:
wearing a puffy
winter jacket in
the summer)

Testing locked
doors and
windows or
trying to access
secure spaces

Continuously
Abandoned
observing
bags or
offices, schools, vehicles
parks, or
residences

Peering
into car or
home
windows

How Do I Report Su spicious Activity ?

you wish to withhold your
contact information.
On the LiveSafe home screen,
select the button with the plus
icon and choose the type of
report you want to submit.
Open the LiveSafe app on
your smartphone.

Enter report information, including
images or videos.

Finally, submit your report by

LiveSafe makes it easy to report suspicious activity or other safety and security
incidents. Empower yourself to share safety information and feel confident that
LiveSafe will get your concern to the right people who can respond appropriately.

Get the App:
1. Download LiveSafe from the App Store or
Google Play or using the QR code
2. Register and complete your profile
3. Search for and select your organization Page
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STAY HEALTHY THIS HOLIDAY
SEASON
• Wash hands often!
• Wash hands for 20
seconds with soap and
water!
• Stay warm!
• If spending time outdoors,
dress appropriately!
• Manage stress.
• Take a break! Get lots of
sleep.
• Consider getting the COVID19 vaccination and the flu
shot.
• Limit alcohol.
• Enjoy responsibly!
• Get end-of-year health
screenings.
• It’s always a good time to quit
smoking.
• Don’t overspend. Make a
budget!
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