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TRAINING DATES
• Hurricane Awareness Class. . . . . . . . . . . . .   June 15 at 2pm

• Personal Disaster and Preparedness Class. . June 22 at 2pm

• Informational Security 101. . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 29 at 10am
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Campus Safety Days are back!

Save the dates for:
October 5th on the Kennesaw Campus 
October 14th on the Marietta Campus 

Email Mike Guerrero at mguerre8@kennesaw.edu to sign up

Meet OEM's Student Assistant, 
India Ward
India is a sophomore majoring in nursing.
She has plans of becoming a Labor and 
Delivery nurse. She is striving to make a 
difference within her community and 
specializing in women's Heath. Her 
favorite quote/prayer is: "God grant me the 
serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to change the things 
that I can, and the wisdom to know the 
difference." 



NOAA Predicts Another Active Atlantic

Hurricane Season

May 20, 2021 — NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center is predicting another above-normal Atlantic 

hurricane season. Forecasters predict a 60% chance of an above-normal season, a 30% chance of a near-

normal season, and a 10% chance of a below-normal season. However, experts do not anticipate the 

historic level of storm activity seen in 2020. 

For 2021, a likely range of 13 to 20 named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher), of which 6 to 10 could 

become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph or higher), including 3 to 5 major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 5; with 

winds of 111 mph or higher) is expected. NOAA provides these ranges with a 70% confidence. The 

Atlantic hurricane season extends from June 1 through November 30.  

“Now is the time for communities along the coastline as well as inland to get prepared for the dangers that 

hurricanes can bring,” said Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo. “The experts at NOAA are poised to 

deliver life-saving early warnings and forecasts to communities, which will also help minimize the 

economic impacts of storms.” 

Last month, NOAA updated the statistics used to determine when hurricane seasons are above-, near-, or 

below-average relative to the latest climate record. Based on this update an average hurricane season 

produces 14 named storms, of which 7 become hurricanes, including 3 major hurricanes 

El Nino Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions are currently in the neutral phase, with the possibility of 

the return of La Nina later in the hurricane season. “ENSO-neutral and La Nina support the conditions 

associated with the ongoing high-activity era,” said Matthew Rosencrans, lead seasonal hurricane 

forecaster at NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center. “Predicted warmer-than-average sea surface temperatures 

in the tropical Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea, weaker tropical Atlantic trade winds, and an enhanced 

west African monsoon will likely be factors 
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in this year’s overall activity.” Scientists at NOAA also continue to study how climate change is impacting 

the strength and frequency of tropical cyclones.   

“Although NOAA scientists don’t expect this season to be as busy as last year, it only takes one storm to 

devastate a community,” said Ben Friedman, acting NOAA administrator. “The forecasters at the National 

Hurricane Center are well-prepared with significant upgrades to our computer models, emerging 

observation techniques, and the expertise to deliver the life-saving forecasts that we all depend on during 

this, and every, hurricane season.” 

In an effort to continuously enhance hurricane forecasting, NOAA made several updates to products and 

services that will improve hurricane forecasting during the 2021 season. 

• In March, NOAA upgraded the flagship Global Forecast System (GFS) to improve hurricane genesis

forecasting and coupled GFS with a wave model extending ocean wave forecasts from 10 days out to 16

days. Additionally, Global Positioning Satellite Radio Occultation (GPS-RO) data are now included in

the GFS model, providing an additional source of observations to strengthen overall model performance.

• Forecasters at the National Hurricane Center are now using an upgraded probabilistic storm surge model

— known as P-Surge — which includes improved tropical cyclone wind structure and storm size

information that offers better predictability and accuracy. This upgrade extends the lead time of P-Surge

forecast guidance from 48 to 60 hours in situations where there is high confidence.

• NOAA’s Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory will deploy its largest array of air and

water uncrewed systems to gather data designed to help improve hurricane intensity forecasts and

forecast models. New drones will be launched from NOAA Hurricane Hunter aircraft that will fly into

the lower part of hurricanes, and in the ocean, saildrones, hurricane gliders, global drifters, and air-

deployable technology — called ALAMO floats — will track various parts of the life cycle of tropical

storms.
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Last year’s record-breaking season serves as a reminder to all residents in coastal regions or areas prone to 

inland flooding from rainfall to be prepared for the 2021 hurricane season. 

"With hurricane season starting on June 1, now is the time to get ready and advance disaster resilience in 

our communities," said FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell. “Visit Ready.gov and Listo.gov to learn 

and take the steps to prepare yourself and others in your household. Download the FEMA app to sign-up 

for a variety of alerts and to access preparedness information. Purchase flood insurance to protect your 

greatest asset, your home. And please encourage your neighbors, friends and coworkers to also get ready 

for the upcoming season.”    

NOAA also issued seasonal hurricane outlooks for the Eastern and Central Pacific basins and will provide 

an update to the Atlantic outlook in early August, just prior to the peak of the season. 

Visit FEMA’s Ready.gov to be prepared for the start of hurricane season and the National Hurricane 

Center’s website at hurricanes.gov throughout the season to stay current on watches and warnings. 

Reference:  

Unknown. (2021, May 20). NOAA predicts another active Atlantic hurricane season. NOAA predicts another active Atlantic 

hurricane season | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. https://www.noaa.gov/media-release/noaa-predicts-

another-active-atlantic-hurricane-season. 
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53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron "Hurricane 

Hunters"

The 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, a component of the 403rd Wing located at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, 

Miss., is a one-of-a-kind organization. It is the only operational unit in the world flying weather reconnaissance on a routine 

basis. 

The mission of the Hurricane Hunters is to recruit, organize and train assigned personnel to perform aerial weather 

reconnaissance. They provide surveillance of tropical storms and hurricanes in the Atlantic Ocean, the Caribbean Sea, the 

Gulf of Mexico and the central Pacific Ocean for the National Hurricane Center in Miami. The unit also flies winter storm 

missions off both coasts of the United States. 

AIRCRAFT: 

To perform their mission, the Hurricane Hunters have 10 WC-130J aircraft. These Super Hercules aircraft are equipped with 

palletized meteorological data-gathering instruments. The WC-130J is the next generation "Hurricane Hunter" designed to 

continue weather reconnaissance well into the 21st century. 

PERSONNEL AUTHORIZED: 

The 53rd WRS is authorized 20 aircrews. Fifty-nine unit members hold air reserve technician positions. The rest of the 

squadron is made up of Air Force Reservists. 

WC-130Js carry a basic crew of five: pilot, co-pilot, navigator, flight meteorologist and weather reconnaissance loadmaster. 

The pilot, who serves as the aircraft commander, and the co-pilot man the flight controls. The navigator keeps track of the 

aircraft's position and movement and monitors radar to avoid tornadic activity. The flight meteorologist acts as flight director 

and observes and records meteorological data at flight level using a computer that encodes weather data every 30 seconds. 

The weather reconnaissance loadmaster collects and records vertical meteorological data using a parachute-borne sensor 

known as a dropsonde. It measures and encodes weather data down to the ocean surface. 

Co-located with the National Hurricane Center in Miami, is a small group of Air Force Reserve civilian personnel, assigned 
to the 53rd WRS. The supervisory meteorologist of the unit serves as Chief, Aerial Reconnaissance Coordination, All 
Hurricanes, better known as CARCAH. 

These personnel are responsible for coordinating Department of Commerce requirements for hurricane data, tasking weather 
reconnaissance missions and monitoring all data transmitted from weather reconnaissance aircraft. 
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HISTORY: 

It all started in 1943 as a bar room dare, when two Army Air Corps pilots challenged each other to fly through a hurricane. 

On July 27, 1943, Maj. Joe Duckworth flew a propeller-driven, single-engine North American AT-6 "Texan" trainer into the 

eye of a hurricane. Major Duckworth flew into the eye of that storm twice that day, once with a navigator and again with a 

weather officer. These were generally considered to be the first airborne attempts to obtain data for use in plotting the 

position of a tropical cyclone as it approached land. Duckworth's pioneering efforts paved the way for further flights into 

tropical cyclones. 

The 53rd WRS was originally activated in 1944 during World War II as the 3rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron, Air 

Route, Medium, tracking weather in the North Atlantic between North American and Europe. Since that time, the Hurricane 

Hunters have had many designations and called many airfields home. 

The squadron moved from New Hampshire and then on to Florida. In late 1947, the Hurricane Hunters moved across the 

Atlantic to Kindley Field, Bermuda, later relocating at Burtonwood Royal Air Force Station, England, and Dharan, Saudi 

Arabia. The squadron returned to Bermuda for a short time, and then back to the United States at Hunter AFB, Ga. In 1966, 

the 53rd WRS once again left the United States, this time for Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico. When Ramey closed in 1973, the 

Hurricane Hunters came to their present locations at Keesler AFB, Miss. 

In June of 1991, the 53rd WRS was deactivated, and all-weather reconnaissance responsibility fell to the Air Force Reserve's 

815th Weather Squadron, which had existed concurrently with the 53rd since 1976. Then on Nov. 1, 1993, the 53rd WRS 

was reactivated and assigned to the Air Force Reserve, replacing the 815th WS. 

In September of 1999, the 53rd WRS received its first of 10 WC-130Js. While in conversion to the new airframe, the unit 

continued its mission of aerial weather reconnaissance and added a new weather-related mission in 2003, using the 
WC-130Js to drop buoys ahead of impending tropical storms. 

In 2004, the unit started training to support tactical airlift missions in addition to the unit's weather mission. 

In September 2005, the unit completed conversion to the J-model a month ahead of schedule, flying absolutely no hurricane 
taskings in the legacy WC-130Hs during the 2005 Hurricane Season. Despite heavy damage to their home station caused by 
Hurricane Katrina, the unit continued its weather reconnaissance mission without missing a single tasking. 

Reference: 
Unknown. (2011, March 23). 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron "Hurricane Hunters". 403rd Wing. https://
www.403wg.afrc.af.mil/About/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/192529/53rd-weather-reconnaissance-squadron-hurricane-
hunters/. 
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Reason to Name Hurricanes 

Experience shows that the use of short, distinctive names in written as well as 

spoken communications is quicker and less subject to error than the older, more 

cumbersome latitude-longitude identification methods. These advantages are 

especially important in exchanging detailed storm information between 

hundreds of widely scattered stations, coastal bases, and ships at sea. 

The use of easily remembered names greatly reduces confusion when two or 

more tropical storms occur at the same time. For example, one hurricane can be 

moving slowly westward in the Gulf of Mexico, while at exactly the same time 

another hurricane can be moving rapidly northward along the Atlantic coast. In 

the past, confusion and false rumors have arisen when storm advisories 

broadcast from radio stations were mistaken for warnings concerning an entirely 

different storm located hundreds of miles away. 

History of Hurricane Names 

For several hundred years many hurricanes in the West Indies were named after the particular 

saint's day on which the hurricane occurred. Ivan R. Tannehill describes in his book "Hurricanes" 

the major tropical storms of recorded history and mentions many hurricanes named after saints. 

For example, there was "Hurricane Santa Ana" which struck Puerto Rico with exceptional 

violence on July 26, 1825, and "San Felipe" (the first) and "San Felipe" (the second) which hit 

Puerto Rico on September 13 in both 1876 and 1928. 

Tannehill also tells of Clement Wragge, an Australian meteorologist who began giving women's 

names to tropical storms before the end of the 19th century. 

An early example of the use of a woman's name for a storm was in the novel "Storm" by George 

R. Stewart, published by Random House in 1941, and since filmed by Walt Disney. During

World War II this practice became widespread in weather map discussions among forecasters,

especially Army and Navy meteorologists who plotted the movements of storms over the wide

expanses of the Pacific Ocean.
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In 1953, the United States abandoned a confusing two-year old plan to name storms by a 

phonetic alphabet (Able, Baker, Charlie) when a new, international phonetic alphabet was 

introduced. That year, the United States began using female names for storms. 

The practice of naming hurricanes solely after women came to an end in 1978 when men's and 

women's names were included in the Eastern North Pacific storm lists. In 1979, male and female 

names were included in lists for the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. 

Retired Hurricane Names Since 1954 

The NHC does not control the naming of tropical storms. Instead, a strict procedure has been 

established by an international committee of the World Meteorological Organization. 

For Atlantic hurricanes, there is a list of names for each of six years. In other words, one list is 

repeated every sixth year. The only time that there is a change is if a storm is so deadly or costly 

that the future use of its name on a different storm would be inappropriate for obvious reasons of 

sensitivity. If that occurs, then at an annual meeting by the committee (called primarily to discuss 

many other issues) the offending name is stricken from the list and another name is selected to 

replace it. 

There is an exception to the retirement rule, however. Before 1979, when the first permanent six-

year storm name list began, some storm names were simply not used anymore. For example, in 

1966, "Fern" was substituted for "Frieda," and no reason was cited. 

Reference:  

unknown. (n.d.). Tropical Cyclone Naming History and Retired Names. https://
www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutnames_history.shtml. 
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Hurricane Preparation 

As a coastal state, Georgia is at risk for hurricanes that form in the southern Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea 

and Gulf of Mexico. Hurricanes can cause catastrophic damage hundreds of miles inland, so every resident 

should understand their risks and plan what to do in the event of an evacuation. 

Before A Hurricane 

• Get a Ready kit and prepare a portable Ready kit in case you must evacuate.

• Make a family communications plan.

• Familiarize yourself with the terms that are used to identify a hurricane.

o A tropical storm/hurricane watch means sustained tropical storm (39 mph to 73 mph) / hurricane

(74 mph and higher) force winds are possible within 48 hours. Be prepared to evacuate.

o A tropical storm/hurricane warning means sustained tropical storm (39 mph to 73 mph) /

hurricane (74 mph and higher) force winds are expected within 36 hours. If local authorities

advise you to evacuate, leave immediately.

• Make an evacuation plan for your family.

• Prepare to secure your property.

• Cover all of your home’s windows with hurricane shutters to protect them from high winds. Another

option is to board up windows with 5/8” exterior grade or marine pre-cut plywood. Tape does not

prevent windows from breaking.

• Plan to bring in all outdoor furniture, decorations, garbage cans and anything else that is not tied down.

• Keep all trees and shrubs well-trimmed to make them more wind resistant.

• If you have a car, fill the gas tank in case you must evacuate.

• Plan ahead for your pets. Shelters cannot accept pets due to health reasons, so it is important to find a

pet-friendly hotel or make arrangements with family or friends in advance.

• Know your area’s flood risk – if unsure, call your local emergency management agency or planning and

zoning department, or visit Flood Smart.

• Property insurance does not typically cover flood damage. Talk to your insurance provider about your

policy and consider if you need additional coverage. The National Flood Insurance Program is designed

to provide reasonable flood insurance in exchange for the careful management of flood-prone areas by
local communities. The program, administered by FEMA, is available in hundreds of participating
Georgia communities.
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During A Hurricane 

If a hurricane is likely in your area, you should: 

• Listen to the radio or TV.

• Secure your home, close storm shutters and secure outdoor objects or bring them indoors.

• Turn off utilities if instructed to do so. Otherwise, turn the refrigerator thermostat to its coldest setting

and keep its doors closed.

• Learn how to keep food safe in an emergency.

• Turn off propane tanks.

• Avoid using the phone, except for serious emergencies.

• Moor your boat if time permits.

• Have a supply of water for sanitary purposes such as cleaning and flushing toilets. Fill the bathtub and

other larger containers with water.

You should evacuate under the following conditions: 

• If you are directed by local authorities to do so. Be sure to follow their instructions.

• If you live in a mobile home or temporary structure – such shelters are particularly hazardous during a

hurricane no matter how well fastened to the ground.

• If you live in a high-rise building – hurricane winds are stronger at higher elevations.

• If you live on the coast, on a floodplain, near a river, or on an island waterway.

• You should be able to move your valuables within 15 minutes.

If you are unable to evacuate, go to your safe room. If you do not have one, follow these guidelines: 

• Stay indoors during the hurricane and away from windows and glass doors.

• Close all interior doors – secure and brace external doors.

• Take refuge in a small interior room, closet, or hallway on the lowest level. If flooding occurs, be

prepared to take shelter on a floor above the flooding.

• Avoid elevators.
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After A Hurricane 

• Local authorities may not immediately be able to provide information about what is happening and

what you should do. However, you should listen to NOAA Weather Radio, watch TV, listen to the

radio, or check the Internet often for official news and instructions as they become available.

• Stay out of flood waters, if possible. The water may be contaminated or electrically charged. However,

should you find yourself trapped in your vehicle in rising water get out immediately and seek higher

ground.

• Be alert for tornadoes and flooding. If you see a funnel cloud or if local authorities issue a tornado

warning take shelter underground or in an interior room away from windows. If waters are rising

quickly or local authorities issue a flood or flash flood warning, seek higher ground.

• Stay away from downed power lines to avoid the risk of electric shock or electrocution.

• Do not return to your home until local authorities say it is safe. Even after the hurricane and after flood

waters recede, roads may be weakened and could collapse. Buildings may be unstable and drinking

water may be contaminated. Use common sense and exercise caution.

Reference: 

Unknown. (n.d.). Hurricanes. Georgia Emergency Management and Homeland Security Agency. https://

gema.georgia.gov/hurricanes. 
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K E N N E S A W  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

SEPTEMBER 10, 2021 | 11:00 a.m.
KSU CAMPUS GREEN

20 YEAR
REMEMBRANCE

OF 9/11

Please save the date.

K E N N E S A W  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

SEPTEMBER 10, 2021 | Noon
KSU CAMPUS GREEN

20 YEAR
REMEMBRANCE

OF 9/11

Please save the date.
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Already Vaccinated?

Not Vaccinated Yet?

Please Wear a Face Covering

Face Covering  
Not Required

6 ft



FREE
COVID

VACCINE

REGISTER HERE OR SCAN QR CODE
COBBVAX.CORERESPONSE.ORG

FREE DRIVE THRU COVID-19 VACCINES 

3305 BUSBEE DRIVE NW
KENNESAW, GA 30344

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
8AM - 2PM

PFIZER VACCINE PROVIDED
*MUST BE AGE 12 AND UP*

20
21



STAY CONNECTED

FOR MORE INFO
To learn more about the Office of Emergency 
Management, please visit  
https://oem.kennesaw.edu/

FOLLOW US!

/kennesawstateOEM

@ksuoem

@ksuoem
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CONTACT US
ANDY ALTIZER 

Director of Emergency Management 
andy_altizer@kennesaw.edu

JAMES WESTBROOK 
Assistant Director of  

Emergency Management 
jwestbr9@kennesaw.edu

CHRISTY HENDRICKS 
Emergency Manager, 

Kennesaw Campus 
dhendr16@kennesaw.edu

MIKE GUERRERO 
Emergency Manager,  

Marietta Campus 
mguerre8@kennesaw.edu

WAYNE RANDLE 
Emergency Management Specialist 

rrandle@kennesaw.edu

INDIA WARD
Student Assistant & Student Health 

Ambassador Program Manager
iward5@kennesaw.edu

Email us at: oem@kennesaw.edu 
Call: 470-578-6985
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